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Idaho fly-tyers are innovators by necessity. This mostly rural state, with large areas of designated

wilderness, is not the sort of place where anglers can always run around the corner to pick up a few

hot flies at the local shop. It makes sense, then, that there's a guidebook devoted solely to a state

with a wide variety of fly-fishing opportunities and a renowned history of fly-tying. Thomas gives a

brief overview of a tradition that dates back to 1901 when Carter Harrison created the Trude as a

joke (a joke that caught on big), then launches into an alphabetical who's who of the many varied

patterns that have evolved over the course of a century. While eschewing step-by-step tying

instructions, he details requisite materials and includes a few notes about the history of each fly and

its proper usage. Some flies, like Kaufmann's Stimulator, while not developed specifically for Idaho

waters, are included because of their popularity. Final chapters cover in brief selected Idaho

fly-fishing waters and key flies.

Lots of information going beyond the basics of each fly (hook type, size, materials, color). However,

the black and white photos lack sufficient resolution to make them of much use. The color photos

are better but not much. The extra information ( where and how to fish them) is good.

In Best Flies For Idaho, Greg Thomas draws upon his experience and expertise as an angler to take

the guesswork out of deciding what flies to use when fishing Idaho waters. Compiling more than 100



patterns developed in Idaho's fly fishing mecca, Greg goes beyond photos and materials to the

fishing fly inventors themselves, revealing how and why these flies were created and how best to

use them. If you are planning a fishing excursion or vacation in Idaho, begin with a thorough reading

of Greg Thomas' Best Flies For Idaho!
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